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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
THE HISTORY OF THE FERTILIZA- 
TION PROBLEM i 

We come together at this season of the 
year to discuss the latest advances in our 
seience and to listen to the announcement 
of new discoveries. This implies a philos- 
ophy of life, an optimistic philosophy; we 
would not work as individuals nor assemble 
as societies if we did not believe that sci- 
ence is worth while, and that human prog- 
ress is both possible, and, for some inscrut- 
able reason, worth working for. This was 
the philosophy of science in the time of the 
Greeks, and it is the philosophy of our sci- 
ence of scarce four hundred years' growth. 
Modern science, I need hardly say, was en- 
tirely European in its origin, as is our 
American scientific population ; and all sci- 
ence is ours to promote and advance by 
right of inheritance no less than of intel- 
lectual sympathy. Now that the great war 
is so largely arresting the progress of sci- 
ence in Europe it is our bounden duty to 
see that there is no halting in America ; we 
should hold fast to our faith and strengthen 
our efforts for the advancement of science. 

As we all labor for progress in science, 
I thought it would not be entirely out of 
place if, instead of dealing with some new 
subject, I attempted to lay before you a 
picture of the total progress in some cen- 
tral problem of biology ; it can be nothing 
more than a sketch, but it may perhaps 

1 Address delivered before the American Society 
of Naturalists, and the Zoological Section of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, December 30, 1915. 



